INTRODUCTION
1. Research Problem and Hypothesis

The processes of globalization
 and regional integration
 have intensified worldwide since the end of the Cold War. In East Asia
 the processes manifested themselves in various forms of macro-level intergovernmental arrangements,
 as well as of micro-level initiatives of economic zones that embrace parts of subnational regions.
 The processes stimulated also interest in local tradition, customs and language, leading to a revival of local and ethnic identities, previously often ignored or stigmatized as “provincial.”
In comparison to Europe (EU) or North America (NAFTA), the regional integration in East Asia has been proceeding much slower, due to the vast land of the area, diversity of people, religions, social, political and economic systems, and more significantly, due to the existence of the acute threats to regional security. The most important are the unresolved Cold War divisions and the related focuses of tension: one on the Korean Peninsula (in particular owing to the policy of communist North Korea), and in the Taiwan Strait that results in increased armaments on the both sides.
 There are also numerous unresolved border conflicts.
 Nevertheless, the process of regional integration, which has been labeled as “soft” (focused on economic relations)
 – has had far-reaching consequences for national policies. 
These processes were very important for Japan as a great economic power operating in the region and in the world. In the mid 1980s, the Japanese central government
 reoriented its policy putting forward the goal of “internationalization” (kokusaika).
 The national development strategies are formulated in the National Comprehensive Development Plan (Zenkokudo sōgō kaihatsu keikaku, known under the abbreviation Zensō). The Fourth Zensō adopted in 1987 set the target of creating “multi-polar land structure” (takyoku bunsan kokudo), in which particular regions were to foster economic development taking advantage of cross-border exchange. 
Following the centrally-set directives, local governments implemented the policies that resulted primarily in the development of infrastructure (e.g., for transport). In terms of crating basis for autonomic development the outcomes were disputable.
 Nevertheless, the idea of “internalization,” “globalization,” and “integration” has taken deep roots in popular perception. A notion that the globalization and integration create opportunities for subnational regions, particularly the peripheries for autonomic development and thereby for decreasing dependency on national government – has spread among local communities. 
At the same time in the domestic arena in Japan, other correlated processes of decentralization, administrative reforms and deregulation have been gaining momentum. Japan, alike other East Asian countries, has been categorized as “developmental state,”
 in which central government plays an important role in planning national development strategies, as well as in other areas of social and economic activities.
 The centralized system of Japanese government was established in the Meiji era (1868-1912) and in the altered form survived postwar reforms of the American occupation authorities. The system started showing the first signs of exhaustion in the late 1980s. Corruptions scandals that erupted, such as the Recruit scandal in 1987
 or Sagawa Kyūbin in 1992,
 revealed the existence of cozy relations between bureaucracy, politicians and big business. Many started questioning the morals of bureaucrats, traditionally trusted and respected. The emergence of new socioeconomic conditions, such as low rate of economic growth, aging society and the growing diversity in people’s values crated greater demands on central administration that was already overly burdened with administrative tasks. And finally, in the beginning of the 1990s
 the “bubble economy” burst plunging Japan into the most serious and prolonged recession since the Pacific War.

The government introduced several measures to tackle the situation,
 and further initiated other reforms that were to transform the system. The legislative process directed at reforming central-local relations and increasing local autonomy began in 1993 with the adoption of policy for the Promotion of Local Decentralization (Chihō bunken suishin) by the Diet. The issue was set thereby on the governmental agenda, and the consecutive discussions and consultations resulted in passage of Decentralization Laws (Chihō bunken ikkatsu hō) in July 1999 (effective from 1 April 2000). In consequence of these reforms, the situation of local governments has not changed dramatically, due to the fact that the most disputed issue of transferring larger portion of centrally-collected taxes to local governments for their discretion – remained unresolved. Nevertheless, the perception of a need for further decentralization and increase of local autonomy has spread among political actors and general public. And if the globalization and regional integration processes provided strategies of development for subnational regions, the process of decentralization, or more precisely, the notion of a necessity of decentralization and autonomy became a new normative principle, legitimizing various action.
In the context of these two powerful forces at work, the project undertook by the Okinawa prefecture seems of special importance. In the beginning of the 1990s, the prefectural government formulated a long-term Program for Autonomic Modernization,
 and partially succeeded in implementing it due to its bargaining strategies vis-à-vis the central government and other factors discussed in the consecutive chapters. In the light of existing theories of central-local relations, it was difficult however to explain the Okinawan initiative. According to the prevailing theories, which can be considered in terms of two models of the vertical control and the interdependency
 – there was no place in the Japanese decision making system for the Okinawan policy initiative to take place.
According to the first model, associated with the early postwar studies by a prominent professor of Tokyo University, Tsuji Kiyoaki,
 local governments are controlled by the central bureaucracy via several means, such as: (1) the authority ascribed by provisions of law, which requires the governors and mayors to carry out the centrally decided policies, (2) centrally distributed finances, (3) issuing of approvals and permissions, (4) dispatch of personnel from the central ministries and agencies (hereafter cited as ministries) to the prefectures for certain period of time which helps to administer local implementation of the national standards,
 and (5) better access to information, technical expertise, research facilities, and also better-educated personnel (discussed further in chapter 1). According to this model therefore, the local governments function as executive branches of the central authorities. 
On the other hand, the interdependency model advocated by another well-known Japanese scholar Muramatsu Michio,
 posits that within the above mentioned legal and administrative constrains local governments can exhibit independence, or in other words, that it is possible to have structural centralization and local autonomy.
 For the local governments in the decision making area can exhibit independence in selecting subsidized projects and later modify those projects according to their preferences on the implementation stage. 
The autonomy of local governments in policy making in the second model mainly involves therefore the decisions whether to respond to the centrally formulated policies (“autonomy of policy response”) or whether to modify those policies during their implementation (“autonomy of policy modification”). Such autonomy however seldom involves initiation of “purely local policies”
 – that is policies formulated by the local governments in response to local needs, which we could call the “autonomy of policy initiative.” In consequence, as Muramatsu comments himself, the localities are predominantly concerned with distributive policies,
 especially in the form of subsidies.
The case of the Program for Autonomic Modernization demonstrates however that the local initiative in policy making of comprehensive regional development is indeed viable. The questions arise therefore about factors that contributed to the initiative; about policy formulation process by the local government, which is not equipped for this kind of undertakings; as well as about strategies the local actors employed vis-à-vis the central authorities to implement those policies? 

This research attempts to provide answers to these questions, setting forth the hypothesis that the processes of globalization and regional integration in East Asia, as well as activities of local governments and other political entities aimed at fostering decentralization domestically – are having far-reaching consequences for the centralized system of decision-making of local development in Japan. The study also attempts to illuminate how the local governments function in Japan and what are their real relations with the central authorities.
The significance of the case study of the Program for Autonomic Modernization can be summarized as follows. First, it provides a testing case for the prevailing explanation of local governments as passive policy makers in the area of regional development. Second, the case is instructive for investigating and identifying conditions under which an independent local policy making – that is formation of a policy concerning local community by the local government on its own initiative – is viable. Third, a broad scope of issues is involved in the policy making process for Okinawa allows for a thorough examination of assimilation strategies of the central government employed towards demands made by non-state actors, here the local government, but also with implications for other interest groups. The broad scope of issues concerns regional economy, history, culture, society, national security affairs, as well as the variety of policy initiatives contained in the Program that were successfully carried into implementation. Fourth, the Program for Autonomic Modernization proposals influenced the national policy making by providing, for instance, the idea for special zones (tokku) for structural reforms, one of the landmarks of the Koizumi Junichirō Cabinet. Hence, this case study is also instructive for investigating the origins and characteristics of the present trends for structural reforms, and more generally, for investigating local influences on national policy. 
Finally, the existing research on the Program for Autonomic Modernization is limited at present to description of the policy content,
 or the economic analysis,
 while the policy process approach has been neglected. This first detailed description of policy process of the Program for Autonomic Modernization reconstructed based on the variety of primary sources, illuminates the origins of the Program, participating actors and conflicts among them, the bargaining strategies, and the final outcomes, and also, identifies set of factors that influenced the policy on particular stages. The research is trying thereby to fill the gap in the academic literature on the Program for Autonomic Modernization, and furthermore, drawing on this case study, to contribute to theoretical understanding of policy process and local autonomy in Japan. 

2. Studies of Japanese Politics, Foreign Relations and Economy in Poland 

The issue of central-local relations in Japan, which is the subject of this thesis, has not drawn much attention of researchers in Poland yet. With the exception of the description of Japanese constitutional framework by Krzysztof Karolczak in System konstytucyjny Japonii,
 which among others introduces articles of Japanese Constitution relating to local autonomy (art. 92-95), not much more has been published on the subject.
 Similarly, the literature on Okinawa has been scarce with only two monographs written in the early 70s and 80s.
 On the other hand, the literature on Japanese domestic politics on national level, the foreign policy, and particularly the economy are affluent. 

First, in the area of domestic politics, the focus of research has been placed on such issues as: development of Japanese political system, its characteristics, and structural reforms of 1990s. The most comprehensive account of Japanese political, economic and social development since the Meiji era is presented by Ewa Pałasz-Rutkowska and Katarzyna Starecka in Japonia.
 The authors show the process of introducing modern Western-style institutions in the late XIX century (constitution, parliament, political parties), rise of militarism in the 30s and 40s, as well as evolution of the so-called “55-year system,” in which the conservative Liberal Democratic Party (LDP; Jiyū Minshutō) hold power for consecutive thirty eight years.

The issue of Japanese political system has been given considerable attention partly due to the fact that the Western-style institutions were introduced in a culturally different environment. The features of the system　include: the existence of power elite referred to as “iron triangle” of the ruling LDP politicians, bureaucrats and big business, as well as a “small triangle” of the LDP intra-party fractions, parliamentary groups of specialist in given areas (so-called “policy tribes” or zoku gi’in) and powerful party individuals.
 Given the different cultural background, Krzysztof Karolczak argues that democratic institutions introduced after the war by the American occupation authorities has functioned as a façade or tatemae without true substance of honne (although the author also warns against applying western concepts indiscriminately to non-western societies).
 
One of the most controversial issues relating to the Japanese political system has been the role of the state. The traditional school of interpretation based on the idea of a strong state is presented by Anna Ząbkiewicz in Instytucje i wzrost gospodarki Japonii. The author concludes that in spite of the present economic problems that call for drastic reforms, especially in finances and banking, the introduction of the liberal Anglo-American systems might be difficult due to the slow process of changes of mentality that ultimately determines functioning of institutions.
 On the other hand, Jolanta Młodawska challenges the idea of the strong state,
 showing that the influence of the central government varies across policy areas,
 and that while the bureaucracy provides general direction of development it is the interaction between them, politicians and the business representatives that shapes the practical realization strategies. 
The issue of structural reforms became one of the most dominant in the light of serious political, economic and social problems that Japan has been facing since the beginning of the last decade of the XX century. Krzysztof Jasiecki points out that politically the ongoing changes involve a shift from a homogeneous to a more pluralistic society, while economically, weakening the role of bureaucracy and strengthening the position of private sector.
 In case of administrative reforms Sławomir Wysocki demonstrates that the change involves a shift of power from bureaucratic agencies to politicians, particularly to the Prime Minister and his office.
 
Second, in the area of Japanese foreign policy and international relations, generally two issues have been focused on: Japan’s priorities in foreign policy, and relations with specific partners (USA, China, Russia, South and North Korea, and Poland). The Japan’s foreign policy, according to Władysław Góralski, has been relatively stable since the end of the Pacific War, dominated by Japanese economy that is by the protection of national economic interests. Furthermore, the second feature of that policy in regard to national security has been the centrality of the Japan-US security alliance, which has been evolving towards greater partnership, that is more “equal burden-sharing” and bigger independence of decision on part of Japan.
 Such continuity of policy, as posited by Edward Haliżak, was due to the Japanese Constitution, which Article 9 renounces Japan’s right to war as a way of solving international disputes and possession of an army.
 The end of the Cold War, diminishing role of the US as the Japanese “defense umbrella,” as well as the perceived threat of growing Chinese influence, led Japan to reorienting its foreign policy, and giving a rise to aspiration of becoming a leading regional political player.
 Such aspirations however are undermined by several unresolved issues related to Japan’s wartime activities (e.g., colonization of Asia, Nanking massacre, “comfort women”) and territories.
 Another barrier for assuming such role, as Haliżak argues, is the “ambiguously defined identity,” that is negation of being an “Asian” nation, but not being a “Western” one neither, which in result undermines Japan’s legitimization for taking up the role of a regional leader.
 
If the relations with the United States, build on the mutual security alliance, have been relatively stable since the Pacific War and are predicted not to substantially change in the future,
 the relations with China have been dominated by the economy, particularly after signing the Peace Treaty in 1978.
 The political relations between the two neighbors have stayed “cool,” as showed by Robert Jakimowicz, occasionally becoming “hot” stirred by the issues of Japan’s war responsibilities, history textbooks or the territorial dispute over the Senkaku (Chin. Dioyutai) islands.
 The territorial dispute over another group of island, the southern Kurile has become the core of problems with Russia, which ultimately prevents normalization of relations between the two neighbors that have not yet signed a peace treaty.
 
In comparison to the stable military alliance with the US strengthen by strong economic and cultural exchange, dynamic economic relations with China and other countries in East Asia,
 the Japan’s interest in Poland has been relatively limited. The situation will not probably dramatically change in the future, although Góralski posits that further intensification of relations could occur in the area of trade and investment if Polish authorities undertook proper steps.
 
Third, among the three areas of domestic and foreign politics and economy, the latter has been given utmost attention, with three issues being of particular interest: factors contributing to Japan’s “economic miracle” and stagnation in the 1990s, international economic policy and the management style. Among factors that contributed to Japan’s spectacular economic growth, Jerzy Grabowiecki names: postwar reforms of the socio-economic system and government economic policy that led to accumulation of high savings and investment, gradual liberalization of economic relations with foreign countries, and international situation.
 The burst of the “bubble economy” caused by speculations on price of land and stocks, and the prolonged recession weakened the country,
 but Japan still remains one of the leading economies in the world.

The Japan’s foreign economic policy has undergone significant changes, as demonstrated by Jan Bossak and Bogusława Drelich-Skulska, from protectionism, particularly during the high-speed growth (1954-1971), to the gradual liberalization that began in the second half of the 80s,
 to which Haliżak adds structural reorientation from export towards stimulation of domestic demand, private consumption, and increasing import, foreign direct investment and aid.
 The position of Poland in those relations, as noted, has been small, and to improve the situation, Drelich-Skulska suggests that Polish companies would have to develop new means to attract Japanese capital, learn business strategies to enter Japanese domestic market, and also transform their offers that at present consist of standard products for which the international competition is very high.
 

Finally, one of the major factors contributing to Japanese economic success has been the Japanese work organization and management style. Among the two main features of that organization Jarosław Witkowski points to the underling philosophy of continuous improvement or kaizen, as well as the structure of keiretsu that is enterprise groups of large manufactures, their suppliers and distributors and big banks, which furthermore operate based on such systems as: just-in-time (JIT), total quality management (TQM), and distribution signaling system kanban.
 In addition to the philosophy of kaizen,
 Lesław Wasilewski adds
 several other methods that are commonly used in Japanese organizations: the bottom-up initiative and approval system of ringi, consensus-seeking through informal discussions of nemawashi, importance of middle-rank managers, and long-term planning.
 If the cultural elements of that system might be difficult to transplant to a culturally different environment, the other methods (e.g., JIT, TQM) have already proved to be of universal value, increasing the competitiveness of various companies around the world.
3. The Methodology
For the reconstruction of the policy process of the Program for Autonomic Modernization this study utilizes the revised model of the multiple streams, which was originally applied by John Kingdon to the policy making (agenda setting and alternative specification) in the U.S. at the national level.
 The Kingdon’s model is extended to the local and central-local levels.
 

According to the Kingdon’s model, policy is a collective output formed by push and pull of several factors that can be categorized into three streams: (1) the politics stream that consist of elections, public mood, interests groups campaigns, partisan or ideological distribution in the legislative organs, and changes of administration; (2) the problems stream that is data about various problems facing given community, which are brought to attention by a routine monitoring (e.g., changes in the governmental expenditures), research studies, political pressure, or dramatic events; and (3) the policy stream that includes various ideas and solutions to policy problems.

The streams are independent unless when a “policy window,” also called a “window of opportunity”
 opens and permits the “policy entrepreneurs”
 to couple the streams and push with their policy initiatives. It results in setting the issues on the governmental decision agenda.
 Hence in addition to the coupling of the three streams, the existence of policy entrepreneurs becomes a sine qua non. In the local policies under study, the policy entrepreneurs include both the local and national actors. The former were the initiators of a given policy (policy as a solution to a particular local problem), but the latter represented local policies on the national level as “acting policy entrepreneurs,” being involved in the process for political reasons (e.g., meeting local demands under political pressure). In result, the local policies, as the consecutive chapters demonstrate, often become changed as to suit the personal, partisan or other organizational interests of national actors. Nevertheless, in absence of a national policy entrepreneur in support of a local policy, the chances of that policy to be set on the governmental decision agenda decrease, even when a policy window is open.

The policy windows are opened by compelling problems in the stream of problems or by events in the stream of politics,
 and close when policymakers feel that they have addressed the issue sufficiently, that they have failed to generate action, or that there is no available alternative. The closing also happens when the persons whose presence opened the window are no longer in power, or when the crisis or focusing event has passed from the scene.
 In case of the Program for Autonomic Modernization, the analysis will show that while the focusing events and the changes of administration opened the policy windows, the compelling problems related to the U.S. military bases provided the prefectural government with bargaining cards vis-à-vis the central government that allowed setting the locally-initiated policies on the governmental decision agenda. Furthermore, the study will also demonstrate that once the policy window opened, the interaction between the governmental decision making structures (bureaucracy, the ruling party) and the will of national executive leaders to exercise political leadership, as well as the negotiation skills of local actors determined the outcomes of the locally-initiated policies.
4. Materials and Sources

The reconstructions and the analysis of the policy process of Program for Autonomic Modernization has been based on the text analysis of various primary sources, such as plans, programs, and project, governmental documents, prime ministers’ general policy speeches, party platforms, records from the Diet, prefectural assembly and committees’ deliberations, and other. Since this is the first reconstruction of the policy process of the Program, the study extensively relies on several unpublished internal documents of the governmental agencies provided by the Okinawa Affairs Office in the Cabinet Internal Affairs Office, and the Okinawa prefectural government. All those documents have been photocopied and are available for examination, if requested. Detailed figures and tables of each policy initiative are included in the Appendix. 
In reconstructing the policy process of the Program for Autonomic Modernization, the press coverage of the two major local newspapers, the Ryūkyū Shimpō and Okinawa Times (both published in Naha city), verified whenever possible with other sources – provided invaluable materials. The two newspapers dominate the local market,
 and also perceive themselves as the voices of the Okinawan society – the situation called by Idaka Hiroaki as the “Times-Shimpō Regime.”
 Such stance translated often into a function of a “watch dog” of both the central and local governments (as well the American) results in detailed accounts of governmental actions and behaviors, and is exceptionally useful in providing specific information for the policy process analysis. 
In addition, several intensive, in-depth interviews with the key actors involved in the Okinawa policy process were conducted, majority of which were recorded. The interviews were often several hour-long and conducted over four year-period. Interviews with other actors that were published in daily newspapers and magazines were of help as well. Finally, specialized accounts, statistical data and academic studies, predominantly in Japanese were also used in this research. 
5. Overview of the Chapters
The general context of the analysis of the Program for Autonomic Modernization is presented in chapter 1 and 2. Chapter 1 introduces political actors and institutions, while chapter 2 outlines the decision making system of Japan and the position of Okinawa prefecture in that framework. Consecutive chapters (3-8) illuminate the policy formation and decision making of Program for Autonomic Modernization, which has been divided for analytical purpose into six phases. Each phase is centered on one project contained in the Program – Project for Return of Military Bases, Deregulation Project, Modernization Projects, All-Okinawa Free Trade Zone (FTZ) Plan, and the final Okinawa Development Plan for 21st Century prepared by the central government (see Figure A-1 for the structure of the Program). In addition, each phase exhibits distinctive characteristics of several patterns of decision making in Japan. 
Chapter 3 discusses factors contributing to the prefecture’s decision to initiate Program for Autonomic Modernization and formation process of the first part – Project for Return of Military Bases (Nov. 1990 – Jan. 1996). Chapter 4 describes formation of the Deregulation Project (Jan. – Aug. 1996), which was to introduce several deregulation measures to stimulate local development. It examines factors that led to Project’s adjournment by the central bureaucracy, as well as those that allowed implementation of one item – the Tokyo-Naha airfare reduction. Chapter 4 explains creation of the Modernization Projects (Jan. – Nov. 1996), investigating factors that allowed some of the proposals to be set on the national decision agenda, and those that shaped the final policy output. Chapter 6 analyzes the circumstance that led to formation of All-Okinawa FTZ Plan (Jan. – Nov. 1997), which contained most radical proposals of deregulation measures, including prefecture-wide free trade zone, after its initial version of Deregulation Project was blocked by the central bureaucracy. It also identifies factors that allowed setting the plan on the national decision agenda.
After the submission of the All-Okinawa FTZ Plan to the central government, the process moved entirely on the national level. Chapter 7 outlines the assimilation of the All-Okinawa FTZ Plan by the central government (Nov. 1997 – March 1998), particularly the LDP intra-party organs, identifying methods that shaped the final policy outcome. Chapter 8 presents the final phase, formation of the Okinawa Development Plan for 21st Century (July 1998 – Aug. 2000) by the central government, which was to induce approval of the intra-prefecture military base relocations, and which terminated the Program for Autonomic Modernization by creating a substitute symbol for it. 
Concluding chapter recounts the analysis made throughout the thesis concerning factors accounting for local policy formation and the final policy output. It also reviews the types of assimilation methods employed by the central government towards local policy initiatives and reexamines patterns of policy making in the light of the findings of this research. The thesis concludes by stating that the Program for Autonomic Modernization, in addition to having influenced the national policies, can be perceived as one of the first harbingers of changes that the powerful forces of globalization and regional integration in East Asia on one hand and domestic process of decentralization on the other are bringing into the system of policy making of local development in Japan.
6. Editorial Note
Japanese names are given in Japanese order, the surname first, followed by the given name. When, however, the books by Japanese authors were published in English with the order natural to English (first name followed by family name) that publication order is preserved. The Japanese names and other terms are transcribed in the Hepburn system. It includes the line over a vowel (e.g., ō) that signifies long vowels, except some words (e.g., Tokyo, Kioto) that are commonly used in the English literature without that symbol. The Chinese terms are transcribed in the pinyin, simplified by omission of the tonal symbols, which has been adopted by the UN and other international organizations. All the translations of quotations, terms, names, titles and other from Japanese into English are by the author, unless specified otherwise. 
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� On various problems of globalization see Edward Haliżak, Dariusz Kuźniar and Janusz Symonides, eds., Globalizacja a stosunki międzynarodowe (Warszawa: Oficyna wydanicza Branta, 2004).


� Relation between globalization and regionalism is discussed by Andrew Hurrell in “Regionalism in theoretical perspective,” in Regionalism in World Politics － Regional Organization and International Order, ed. L. Fawcett and A. Hurrell (New York: Oxford University Press, 1998), 53-38.


� Following the usage by the UN and other international organizations, this thesis adopts the broader definition of East Asia. For the definition and discussion of the concept of East Asia see Krzysztof Gawlikowski, “Azja Wschodnia po drugiej wojnie światowej i znaczenie przełomu lat 80. i 90. XX w.,” in Azja Wschodnia na przełomie XX i XXI wieku. Studia i szkice, volume: Przemiany polityczne i społeczne, ed. K. Gawlikowski and M. Ławacz (Warszawa: ISP PAN – Trio), 18-21.


� The inter-governmental organizations include: Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC, 1989), ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA, 1992), East Asian Economic Caucus (EAEC, 1993), ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF, 1994), ASEAN + 3 (Japan, China, South Korea), East Asia Summit (ASEAN + Japan, China, South Korea, Australia, New Zealand, India), and previously established: Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN, 1967), Pacific Free Trade and Development Conference (PAFTAD, 1968), Pacific Basin Economic Council (PBEC, 1968) and Pacific Economic Co-operation Conference (PECC, 1980). Edward Haliżak, Stosunki międzynarodowe w regionie Azji i Pacyfiku (Warszawa: Scholar, 1999).


� The subregions include: Greater South China Economic Zone (Gunagdong and Fujian in China, Hong Kong), Baht Economic Zone (or Indochinese Economic Zone; Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and Myanmar), Japan Sea Rim Zone (or Japan Sea Rim Economic Zone; Japan, South Korea, Russian Far East, China), Taiwan West Coast Economic Zone (Taiwan, Fujian in China), Yellow Sea Rim Economic Zone (North China, South Korea, North Korea), Growth Triangle (Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand).


� Edward Haliżak, Regionalny kompleks bezpieczeństwa Azji Północno-Wschodniej (Warszawa: Scholar, 2004), 34-74.


� On border conflicts in East Asia see ibid.


� Robert A. Scalapino, S. Sato, J. Wanadi, and S.-J. Han, eds., Asian Security Issues: Regional and Global (Berkeley: University of California, 1988).


� In Japanese, following the Anglo-American tradition, the term “government” (seifu) in a broad sense signifies the executive, legislative and judicial branches of government, including (the Cabinet, bureaucracy, and the ruling party), while in a narrow sense, only the executive (Cabinet). The usage in this thesis follows the broader meaning of the term.


� On the general reorientation and restructuring of Japan’s economy in the mid 1980s as recommended by Research Council for Economic Structural Adjustment in the so-called Maekawa Report (1986) see Edward Haliżak, “Rola Japonii w gospodarce światowej,” Sprawy Międzynarodowe 10 (1991): 81-98.


� See chapter one for the discussion of financial dependency of local governments on central authorities. 


� On the concept of developmental state in Japan see Chalmers Johnson, Japan: Who Governs? The Rise of the Developmental State (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1995); and in East Asia see Robert Gilpin, Global Political Economy: Understanding International Economic Order (Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2001), 316-333.


� K. Gawlikowski, “Azja Wschodnia po drugiej wojnie światowej i znaczenie przełomu lat 80. i 90,” 24-27.


� Recruit scandal was an � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insider_trading" \o "Insider trading" �insider trading� and � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_corruption" \o "Political corruption" �corruption� scandal that involved many prominent politicians (Prime Minister Takeshita � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noboru_Takeshita" \o "Noboru Takeshita" �Noboru�, former Prime Minister Nakasone � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yasuhiro_Nakasone" \o "Yasuhiro Nakasone" �Yasuhiro�, and Chief Cabinet Secretary Fujinami � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Takao_Fujinami&action=edit" \o "Takao Fujinami" �Takao�) and business leaders. The chairman of Recruit – the real estate and telecommunications company based in � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tokyo" \o "Tokyo" �Tokyo�, offered a number of shares in a Recruit subsidiary, Cosmos, to politicians and others shortly before Cosmos went public in � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1986" \o "1986" �1986�. Following the public offering, each individual involved in the scheme gained average profits of ¥66 million. As a result of the scandal disclosed in 1988, Takeshita’s Cabinet was forced to resign.


� Sagawa Kyūbin scandal involved a Tokyo-based parcel delivery and courier service company, Sagawa Kyūbin that has been linked to yakuza, the organized crime syndicates. The company officials provided illegal contribution of \ 4 million to the LDP Vice President Kanemaru Shin, a political patron of the Prime Minister Miyazawa Kiichi. The scandal forced the Japan’s most powerful politician, Kanemaru, to resign from his party post and to leave his seat in the House of Representatives.


� Christopher Wood, The Bubble Economy: The Japanese Economic Collapse (Tokyo: Charles E. Tuttle Company, 1993).


� Following Japanese historiography, the term “Pacific War” (Taiheiyō sensō) refers to military operations in the Asia-Pacific initiated by the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941 (8 Dec. in Japan) and finalized by Japan’s surrender on 15 August 1945, while the “Second World War (WWII)” to the military operations in Europe and Northern Africa between 1 September 1939 and 9 May 1945. 


� In August 1992, the Miyazawa Cabinet announced a \10 trillion yen emergency stimulus package to boost the economic recovery. 


� The original name Kokusai toshi keisei kōsō [liter.: the concept of crating the international city] was used by the prefectural office to designate the entire set of projects discussed below. The literal translation in English is unclear and for that reason the name “Program for Autonomic Modernization” was adopted (see Figure A-1 for the outline of the Program and both original names and their English equivalents).
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